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Chapter Six: From Village to Township

During the Civil War, Carencro was merely a settlement containing several
houses and five stores. Then the ‘big boom’ occurred, and as was typical of most of the
‘New South’, the railroad was the driving force of change. At first it seemed that St.
Pierre would be bypassed, for the railroad companies were concentrating on a route
from New Orleans to Houston via Vermilionville, and no plans had been made to move
northward.

A few years after the war, however, James G. Parkerson, agent for the Morgan
Company, offered to extend a line from Vermilionville to Opelousas by way of St.

Pierre. Two stipulations had to be met, that the right of way could be secured and a
$40,000 subscription could be raised from the business community, returnable in
10% deductions on freight and passenger fares when the line was complete. By
October 23, 1880, the line was complete and passenger and freight trains were making
regular trips through town. Dr. Francez spearheaded the venture and later donated
land for the building of the Carencro Railroad Depot.

In the 1880s and ‘Gay Nineties’, Carencro became the largest shopping center
in the area, trading with both Vermilionville and Opelousas, as well as Sunset and
Grand Coteau. George Brown’s hardware Store became a showcase for the area. v
Delhomme’s Drygoods Store was equipped with the first telegraph connecting as far as
Breaux Bridge and later installed the first telephone in the area.

St. Peter St. in 1910
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With all the improvements being made around the turn of the century, one thing
still was lacking, running water. Water for cooking had to be brought by bucket from
the well and bathroom accommodations were very crude compared to today’s
standards. The outhouse in back was about as close as man could get to nature
without being a bear in the woods.

Typical family outhouse

Other leading merchants at the turn of the century included, Gaston Blot, A.
Breaux, Broussard and Brothers, P.O. Couvillon, D. Daret, A.G. Guilbeau, G.H.
Guilbeau, J.C. Martin, C. Michaud, Jacob Mitchell, and G. Schulen. Pierre Guchereau
operated a brick factory and dry cleaning store; H. Kingham and Son had a broom
factory; and John Brun had the Carencro Barrel and Cistern Factory.

By 1890, the population was 287 and the town had a ‘good’ hotel, town hall, two
private schools, hook and ladder company. At the turn of the century, St. Pierre
showed signs of development with a population of 445.

The construction of the railroad also gave a tremendous boast to the agricultural
community as produce could now be shipped by rail meaning quicker return on
investment for the farmers and ever expanding markets. Cattle and a variety of crops
could now be shipped all over the south in a matter of days rather than weeks,
bringing in more profits and a better standard of life for the St. Pierre Community.

With the rise in prosperity came the need for financial institutions to handle the
increase in capital. In 1890, a branch of the Interstate Building and Loan was
organized with D.A. Dimitry as president. In 1894, Carencro maintained a Wells Fargo
& Co. with Dimitry as agent. The Bank of Carencro was established in 1906 with Odon
Guidry as its president; S.P. Brown, vice-president; Louis Tapissier, second vice-
president; and George Melchior as cashier. The bank continued to grow until 1920
when it was taken over by the Bank of Lafayette and Trust.
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‘ Typical slave quarters on a plantation

By the mid 1800s another industry was well developed in Carencro; sugar cane.
Many farmers had their own cane patches and a small mill to produce their own sugar
and syrup. The industry did well until the Civil War, when it suffered a setback and
recovery was a slow process. By 1889, Carencro had two sugar factories: (1) mill
owned by J.C. Couvillon and G.L. Singleton, (2) mill owned by Victor E. Dupuis. Mr.
Dupuis was probably the most successful planter and manufacturer of sugar in
Carencro. Through his efforts the Carencro Sugar Company, Limited, came into
existence in 1894, with himself, Charles Brown, George Brown, and Jules Jeanmard
each putting up $ 45006- "‘50550 ~ASD S 2T 2w Pur s

Several others like Onesime Breaux and the Conques brothers operated private
mills and advertised that their syrup was “ made the old fashioned way without
adulterants.” Shortly after 1900, the growing of cane in the area dwindled,
necessitating the{ closure of the refineries and private mills.

Si.[éar Cane going to the refinery
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